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their takings must be not inconsiderable. They sell their finds, usually
at the end of each day's work, to small ruby pedlars.

Tourmaline occurs in the District, and is mined on an insignificant
scale near Nyaungdauk, on the road to Monglong, and at Mongmit.
The Burma Ruby Mines Company did a little work a few years ago on
an outcrop of gold-bearing quartz about 5 miles from Thabeikkyin ; but
the assays were not encouraging, and the place was abandoned. Plum-
bago is found on the surface at many places, notably near Wapyudaung.
The company sank several shafts at Onzon, but the vein ended and
further mining was discontinued. Various other persons have from
time to time obtained prospecting licences and started a certain amount
of work, but the results seem in all cases to have been unsatisfactory.
Mica is distributed over apparently the whole District, but does not
appear to be present in paying quantities. Limestotre exists every-
where, but is burnt only where it is wanted for pagodas and brick
buildings, and in Mogok by the Ruby Mines Company for their
foundations, &c.

The only local industry that has attained to any dimensions is mining
for and trading in precious stones. A certain amount of stone-cutting,
polishing, and setting is carried on in Mogok town.
The work is' however> primitive ; and most of the
stones are sold in the rough, the best being sent to
London and Paris, while the inferior qualities go to Mandalay, Calcutta,
Bombay, and Madras. On the Shweli and Irrawaddy rivers the
principal non-agricultural occupations are fishing, bamboo-cutting, and
timber-trading. Rafts of bamboos, teak, and other kinds of timber are
made up on the banks and floated down to Mandalay. Maingthas
come into the District in large numbers every year for the dry season,
chiefly from the Shan-Chinese States of Mongla, Mongda, and Mengtat.
They are the iron-workers of the District and are welcome visitors, for,
besides being the most expert blacksmiths in an otherwise non-indus-
trial community, they are esteemed the best working coolies in Burma.

Trade conditions vary in the different parts, but as a general rule the
people depend on the outside world for most articles of consumption.
Rice, sufficient for the requirements of the District outside the Mogok
township, is grown within its limits in the Thabeikkyin and Mongmit
subdivisions, but is also imported from the Shan States of Tawngpeng
and Monglong for Mogok and its environs. Other articles of import
are opium brought from China via Lashio and Monglong, pickled tea
from Tawngpeng and Hslpaw, cotton goods and articles of clothing.
Weaving is carried on only in outlying villages, and the out-turn of the
looms is intended solely for home consumption, while in the larger
towns and villages foreign piece-goods are preferred as being both of
better quality and cheaper than the local product. The same is true of